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INDEPENDENT MILITARY COMPANIES OF 
SANGAMON COUNTY IN THE 30'S. 



(By Isabel Jamison.) 

When Illinois was admitted into the Union as a state, 
she brought with her many of the cumbrous territorial 
laws borrowed in a lump from her elder sisters, among 
them being the laws relating to the militia. 

All male citizens between the ages of 18 and 45 were 
required to enroll their names in this "Army of Peace," 
and, incidentally, to attend so many "musters" and 
"trainings" that the people generally soon began to feel 
them a burden. In fact, they were popular with neither 
the rank nor the file ; and when, in 1826. James Barbour, 
Secretary of War, wrote to Governor Coles, inquiring as 
to the force and efficiency of the Illinois militia, the 
Governor replied that, as then organized, the militia was 
a "mere school of titles where honors were conferred 
more from a personal impulse of kindness than from a 
sense of the qualifications of the individual," and ex- 
pressed the opinion that frequent musters were injurious 
to society and productive of little benefit to the militia, 
bad moral habits being acquired, and time lost. 

The State militia was divided into divisions, brigades, 
regiments, battalions and companies, and the county of 
Sangamon (after its division) and that of Tazewell, com- 
prised the First Brigade of the Fourth Division. Musters 
and "trainings" were held in the following places in, or 
adjacent to, Sangamon county: Heredith's Mills on Lick 
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Creek; Foster's Tavern, on Richland; J. E. Britain's, 
on Cantrall Creek; Rochester, Mechanicsburg, and 
Springfield. 

Perfunctory attempts were evidently made to conform 
to the laws in respect to drills and musters, as there is 
definite mention in the files of the Sangamo Journal of 
training days in Springfield, while a short paragraph is 
devoted to Archibald Cass ' squad of 78 privates who met 
for muster and drill at the house of Samuel Danley on the 
north side of the Sangamon river, in 1834. 

As late, however, as 1840, an officer of the First Bri- 
gade of the Illinois militia described a sample li muster' ' 
of the militia as then existing, in the following words : 

"Certainly there are few more ridiculous scenes than 
a military muster under the present (dis) order of things. 
Several hundred men formed into what is called a line 
(although it can hardly be called a straight, and as little 
a curved, or any other known mathematical line) in every 
variety of posture and position— some sitting, some lying, 
some standing on one foot, some on both, and well-spread 
at that; equipped, too, or non-equipped, with every va- 
riety of coat and shirt sleeves, and every variety of 
weapon, among the latter, however, the corn-stalk, the 
umbrella and riding whip predominating almost to uni- 
formity; every man grumbling and thinking the time 
wholly thrown away; some impatient for the grog-shop, 
and some for the horse race, and some to attend to their 
business— certainly, there is very little of the military in 
this display!" 

After the volunteers had straggled home from the 
Black Hawk War, some of them with a title and a mili- 
tary swagger that was very fascinating, a wave of patriot- 
ism, or something that answered the same purpose, 
swept over Sangamon and Morgan counties, and led to the 
organization of a number of " independent' ' military 
companies. 
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Section 9 of the State militia laws of 1833, under which 
the independent military companies were organized, pro- 
vided that all Light or Independent companies must be 
armed and equipped in the same manner as similar corps 
in the United States army, and officered as follows: To 
every company of cavalry one captain, a first, second and 
third lieutenant, a cornet, four sergeants, four corporals, 
a saddler, a farrier, a trumpeter, and not more than 116, 
nor less than 46, rank and file. To all companies other 
than cavalry, the same officers, and instead of the saddler, 
farrier and trumpeter, a drummer and a fifer. They 
were permitted to select their own style of uniform. 

Section 10 of this law provided for the punishment as 
a deserter of any member of such independent company, 
who refused to serve when called into service. 

Section 22 provided for a fine of 25 cents for each fail- 
ure to appear without being equipped according to the 
company regulations. 

Section 35 authorized the captain of independent com- 
panies to petition the Governor for such arms and field 
pieces as might be necessary to equip the company, bond 
being given for the same in a penal sum equal to $14.00 
for each musket and equipment furnished, and a sum pro- 
portionate, for such other arms as they required. This 
bond was required to be certified to by the judge of the 
Circuit Court of the county. A description of the com- 
pany, the number of privates, officers and the battalion 
and regiment to which it belonged must accompany the 
petition. 

Springfield at the time the independent company pro- 
position was agitated, was a flourishing village where 
many young business and professional men had set up 
their Lares and Penates for the time being, and where the 
political fever raged among the male inhabitants with a 
virulence that may have been equalled in later years, but 
certainly could not well be surpassed. 
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In the spring of 1835 was organized the First Spring- 
field Artillery, which was considered then, and for some 
time afterwards, the " crack company" of Sangamon 
county. The call for a meeting at the court house at 
Springfield to organize this company was made by J. 
F. Rague (afterward architect of the old State House, 
now the Sangamon county court house), in the Sangamo 
Journal of March 28th, 1835. Dr. E. H. Merryman (in 
later years Lincoln's second in the Shields duel) was 
selected captain at the opening meeting, and for some 
time afterwards the personnel of the officers suffered 
little change. The company was composed of about 100 
members, mainly young men of Springfield and vicinity. 
The members of the company furnished their own uni- 
forms, and at least a part of their equipment, and as soon 
as an eligible young man arrived in town he was immed- 
iately invited to join the company. If he objected on the 
score of expense entailed by the purchase of uniform and 
accoutrements, and if he was otherwise desirable, the 
members of the company "chipped in" and bought an 
outfit for him, and triumphantly enrolled him as a mem- 
ber of the Artillery. 

The first public appearance of the company was made 
at the Fourth of July celebration in Springfield, in 1835. 
They were minus both artillery and uniforms at that 
time, but small arms were ordered from the arsenal at 
Alton for the occasion. 

On the 8th of August of the same year, A. D. Wright, 
orderly sergeant, issued an order to the First Springfield 
Artillery to parade on August 20th, 1835, at 3 P. M. oppo- 
site the court house in full uniform, "armed and equipped 
according to the by-laws." It was a memorable occasion 
and the wealth and beauty of the village did not fail to 
turn out en masse to view the pageant. The Sangamo 
Journal of August 22nd, 1835, although rarely comment- 
ing upon any local occurrences less important than a 
political fight or a mammoth beet or onion fostered by the 
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fertile soil of Sangamon county, rose to the occasion with 
the following editorial comment : 

"The Springfield Artillery made their first appearance 
in full uniform yesterday. Their dress is extremely neat 
and their movements were quite soldier-like. We hope to 
see the ranks of this company full. It will do credit to 
our town and county. Attached to the company is a 
military band, who have new instruments, and promise 
to make adepts in their profession." 

"Jack" Hough was leader of the band, and John Ives, 
Amos Camp and "Billy" Fleurville, were among the 
musicians, the latter playing the clarinet. The company 
was uniformed in blue, with red cuffs and a wide red 
collar extending down the front of the coat, and tall red 
plumes waving from their helmets. They were equipped 
with swords, pistols, muskets and two brass six-pounders, 
which they found very useful for firing salutes. On one 
occasion, being treated to wine at Watson's confectionery, 
and afterwards to hot whiskies at a down-town "coffee 
house," they paid their kind hosts the dubious compliment 
of a rousing salute with all their artillery, breaking most 
of the window glass in the immediate neighborhood. So 
well known was their propensity for "saluting" that 
when Mr. Wharton Kansdell, who kept the "Eagle 
Tavern," served liquid refreshment to the thirsty war- 
riors, he made haste to avert a similar catastrophe by 
rushing out and begging that he might be spared a 
"salute." 

During the year (1835) there was organized the First 
Sangamon Sharpshooters, uniformed in green and black, 
and commanded by Capt. E. I). Baker (of Mexican War 
fame), an infantry company, "The Marksmen" of 
Athens, then in Sangamon county, and a company of 
cavalry composed of Wolf Creek boys, commanded by 
Col. Neale, who had recruited a regiment in Sangamon 
and Morgan counties for service in the Winnebago war 
in 1827. Fourth of July, 1836, was celebrated with great 
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eclat, the military companies being particularly active, 
especially in the saluting business. According to instruc- 
tions, they paraded in " undress' ' at the public square in 
Springfield at sunrise, provided with, thirteen rounds of 
blank cartridges and fired a "feu de joie" to usher in the 
celebration. At 11 o'clock A. M. they met again on the 
square, in full uniform, and the Artillery headed a pro- 
cession which marched to the Methodist church, the orator 
of the day, in a carriage, being sandwiched between the 
Artillery and the Artillery band, and escorted by the color 
bearer. The First Sangamon Sharpshooters headed the 
procession of citizens and visitors. The Sangamo Journal 
said editorially : 

"The appearance of Captain Merryman's and Captain 
Baker's companies was such as did them honor, and was 
the cause of great pride to our citizens." 

Morgan county had not been idle all this time, but had 
a cavalry and infantry company to its credit, and 
on the Fourth (1836) a delegation from Jacksonville ex- 
tended an invitation to the Springfield companies to visit 
their Morgan county neighbors. Jacksonville was the 
home of Governor Duncan, and the entertaining possi- 
bilities of that classical village loomed large in the per- 
spective ; accordingly, on the 23rd of July, a notice was 
issued to the First Springfield Artillery and the First 
Sangamon Sharpshooters to parade on Saturday, July 
23rd, at the court house, in full winter uniform (this in 
July— but 'twas all they had) with knapsacks, tents, camp 
equipage, etc., for preliminary inspection. It is safe to 
assume that they were subjected to a great deal of in- 
spection that was not official on this occasion, but having 
safely passed the ordeal, they took up, on the following 
Monday, at 6 A. M., their line of march to Jacksonville. 
This invasion of Morgan county by the Springfield troops 
was poetically described in the Jacksonville Patriot, as 
follows : 
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"What means yon array, from the greenwood advancing, 
With bayonets and banners so gallantly gleaming? 
Armed men stately stepping and steeds proudly prancing, 
And tall plumes of battle high over them streaming? 
"lis our Sangamon brothers— to arms, and six cheers 
For the citizen-soldiers, the brave Volunteers! 

Sound, sound the wild bugle, and beat the bold drum ; 
Wave, wave the striped standard and flash the bright 

sword 
As onward to meet us, majestic they come ! 
And again let the huzzas of welcome be heard, 
Till merry old Morgan re-echoes with cheers 
To her chivalric rivals— the brave Volunteers !' ' 

The Patriot went on to say: "Wednesday and Thursday 
of last week were memorable days in the history of Jack- 
sonville. The two volunteer companies of Springfield 
had been invited on the Fourth of July, by the citizens 
and military companies of Jacksonville, for the 27th ; and,> 
accordingly, on Monday, they took up their line of march 
with knapsacks, tents and baggage wagons. On Tuesday 
afternoon, they encamped for the night about a mile east 
of town to await the escort of our troops on the morrow. 
Many of our citizens went out in the evening to pay their 
respects on the camp ground.' ' 

On Wednesday at 10 A. M. the two Jacksonville com- 
panies, cavalry and infantry, commanded by Captains 
Hardin and Happy, marched out to the spot where the 
Springfield troops were encamped, and received them 
with military honors, and after a brilliant parade through 
the principal streets of the town, conducted them to the 
spot selected for their camp, on the prairie between town 
and College Hill. The Patriot said : 

"It was a cool, clear day; the dust had been laid by a 
gentle rain, and the face of nature, like the faces of the 
gay groups that thronged the street, doors and windows, 
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looked cheerful and glad. The appearance of the Spring- 
field troops was strikingly imposing, their uniforms— the 
one, red and blue, the other, black and green— surmounted 
with appropriate plumes— were rich and showy. Their 
arms were bright as sunbeams, their officers gallant, mili- 
tary-looking men, and the music full and harmonious." 

At 2 o'clock P. M. a committee of citizens and military 
from Jacksonville, marched out to their encampment and 
escorted them down to the public square, where they were 
again joined by the Jacksonville companies and ushered 
to a dinner given by the citizens in the long room at 
Major " Billy' ' Miller's hotel. TWo long tables were set, 
and it is estimated that 300 sat down to the sumptuous 
feast. There were no game wardens or game laws in 
those days, and quail were plentiful at 37 y 2 cents per 
dozen, prairie chickens a drug on the market at 75 cents 
a dozen and wild turkeys 25 cents each. Venison was 
quite too common to mention, and the chef of Major 
Miller's hotel found the abundance of earth and air ready 
to his hand. The Patriot announced that the entertain- 
ment, "for variety, plenty and style of service, will be 
long remembered by the lovers of good fare." 

After the removal of the cloths, the marshals of the 
day took their places at the heads of the long tables, corks 
were drawn and glasses filled, and a merry hour ensued, 
enlivened with brimming bumpers and comic songs. 

Alexander Hamilton, of New York City, who chanced 
to be in Jacksonville at the time, was invited to the ban- 
quet, but was unable to attend. However, he sent to the 
committee in charge the following sentiment: 

"The state of Illinois— the pilgrim's 'Promised Land' 
—the home of the industrious ; to the refined, the prospec- 
tive paradise of rural enjoyments ; in the salubrity of its 
climate, it has no superior ; in the luxuriance of its soil, 
no competitor!" 

Among other toasts offered on this occasion, was one by 
Major T. Jones, of Jacksonville: 



30 

"Our guests, the Springfield Volunteers, under the com- 
mand of Captains Merryman and Baker! They do honor 
to the State as soldiers and gentlemen. May their visit 
to the town stimulate us in a laudable military ambition !" 

By Captain Merryman, of Springfield : 

"The flags of Jacksonville and Springfield! May the 
breezes which this day unfurls them in unison, be an 
earnest of the breathings of friendship, forever to be 
reciprocated !" 

By W. H. Coyle: 

1 ' Jacksonville and Springfield ! Twin sisters in age and 
loveliness— may their affection for each other increase 
with their mutual prosperity !" 

By E. E. Metcalf: 

"The Springfield and Jacksonville Volunteers! May 
that spirit which has brought them together never be 
severed !" 

By Captain Baker, of the Sangamon Sharpshooters: 

"May the prosperity of the town of Jacksonville equal 
the hospitality of her citizens ! What greater good could 
I wish her?" 

By William H. Coyle: 

"Our host, Major Billy Miller— in himself a host for 
hospitality and good cheer! 

"In the camp, or at the board, you'll find him at his post, 
With a carving knife or sword, as a hero or a host." 

The following day, Governor Duncan reviewed the 
troops on horseback, accompanied by his aides, after 
which the line of march was taken up to his residence 
where they sat down to another sumptuous banquet, which 
the Patriot described as being "served under a canopy 
of green boughs, and followed by the usual finale of good 
wine, good toasts and good feeling." Captain Baker of 
the Sharpshooters, made a speech in which he expressed 
the pleasure and gratification of himself and friends at 
the kindness and attention accorded them by the citizens 
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of Jacksonville. Captain Hardin, of the Jacksonville 
company, responded in behalf of the citizens, after which 
the lines were again formed, and the companies marched 
to the parade field, where a sham battle was fought be- 
tween cavalry and infantry, "much to the diversion of 
the spectators and the imperishable renown of the 
belligerents." 

Among the toasts offered at the banquet given the 
military companies by Governor Duncan, were the fol- 
lowing: 

By Governor Duncan: 

"Our militia— the bulwark of the nation! While every 
citizen is a soldier, ready to defend the liberties of his 
country with his own arm, we want no large standing 
armies, or splendid fortifications (the engines of despots) 
to protect us. May the patriotic example and martial 
spirit of Jacksonville and Springfield volunteers inspire 
a new zeal in the State and nation, so that the militia man 
may be armed, trained and equipped, ready, alike, to re- 
sist a foreign, or a domestic foe!" 

By S. S. Brooks, of the Jacksonville Light Infantry : 

"Springfield! After such evidence of her enterprise 
and military spirit as we now have before us, who can 
doubt the rank she is destined to attain among the fairest 
towns of the fairest state of the Union!" 

By Captain E. H. Merryman: 

"Jacksonville! With such evidence of the hospitality 
of her citizens, who can doubt of her winning the hearts 
of all who know her ! ' ' 

By W.B.Warren: 

' i Springfield and Jacksonville ! Their interests are one 
and inseparable ! ' J 

By Captain W. W. Happy, of Jacksonville: 
"The Springfield band! Their gentlemanly deport- 
ment and musical skill entitle them to our respect and 
admiration. May their example be imitated!" 
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By Captain Baker, of the Sharpshooters : 

"College Hill ! The prettiest place and cleverest people 
in all nature!" 

At sunset, a large balloon was sent up from the public 
square, which the Patriot says, rose gracefully, "like a 
thing of life, higher and higher, in the boundless blue, and 
floated away on its white wings in a direct course for 
Springfield.' ' 

At "early candle lighting" a grand military ball was 
given the visitors at Major Miller's hotel, the ball room 
being appropriately decorated for the occasion. The 
array of ' l fair women and brave men 4 ' in the brilliancy 
of their festive attire, the music of the band, and the 
number of guests present, contributed to a scene that the 
Patriot makes bold to claim, had never been equalled in 
the State. Numbers of the Springfield ladies were present, 
and it is insinuated, made many conquests among the sus- 
ceptible Morgan county bachelors. 

The following morning, by 9 o'clock, after the exchange 
of salutes on the public square (the Patriot politely ignor- 
ing the probable effect upon adjacent window glass), we 
are told that the Springfield companies began their home- 
ward march, escorted for about a half mile by the Jack- 
sonville companies and a number of private citizens. With 
three ringing cheers they separated, mutually pleased 
with the neighborly visit. 

During the summer months when the "hiking" was 
good, the Springfield companies made many trips to 
points in the county, particularly to Rochester, where 
there was a very good tavern, a two-story log house built 
by C. B. Stafford before the thirties. The cuisme was all 
that could be asked, the host attentive and urbane, and, 
running through the middle of the house was a wide hall, 
which made an excellent dancing floor. "Bill" Pease was 
the "clown" of the artillery in those days and could be 
depended upon to make things happen wherever he might 
be. The rural population of Rochester and vicinity found 
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in the visits of the Springfield artillery an inexhaustible 
fund of entertainment, and it was nothing uncommon to 
find that the windows of the tavern were filled to over- 
flowing with grinning spectators. 

During the winter months, martial enthusiasm reached 
its lowest ebb, and considerable stress was required to 
obtain a quorum at the monthly meetings which were 
usually held at the court house on Tuesday evening at 
" early candle lighting.' ' The published call for these 
meetings read like this : 

"ATTENTION ARTILLERY! 

You are ordered to attend a meeting at the court house 
on Tuesday evening next, to transact business of vital 
importance. A general attendance is not only requested, 
but is indispensably necessary. 

By order of the captain." 

It is probable that some members of the company ob- 
jected to this autocratic manner of assembling the com- 
pany, as one issue of the Sangamo Journal contained the 
following travesty: 

"ATTENTION REGULARS! 

You are hereby commanded to appear at the court 
house on Saturday evening next for the transaction of 
business. I tell you, by golly, you must come. 

(Signed) Captain Thunderbolt." 

January 8th, the anniversary of the battle of New 
Orleans, February 22nd, Washington's birthday, and the 
Fourth of July were the holidays which the military 
companies of Sangamon county honored with special ob- 
servance. A "feu de joie" at sunrise, parades in full 
uniform at 10 A. M. opposite the court house at Spring- 
field, sham battles in the afternoon and at night a grand 
military ball at some hotel to close appropriately the 
festivities of the day, was the usual programme. 
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The latter part of August, 1836, an invitation was ten- 
dered the Jacksonville military companies by the Spring- 
field Artillery, the Sangamon Sharpshooters and the citi- 
zens of Springfield, to visit the latter town, at their 
earliest convenience. In a few days the following accept- 
ance was received : 

"To Captains E. H. Merryman and E. D. Baker, and 
Messrs. William M. Cowgill, H. E. Dummer L. D. Ma- 
theny and Garrett Elkin, a Joint Committee of the First 
Springfield Artillery, First Sangamon Sharpshooters and 
Springfield citizens : 

Jacksonville, 111., August 24th, 1836. 
Gentlemen : 

Your letter conveying to the Jacksonville Cavalry and 
Light Infantry an invitation to visit Springfield, has been 
received and considered, and the undersigned appointed 
a Joint Committee to advise you of their cordial accept- 
ance of it. 

Our companies have selected the 10th day of October 
next, to take up the line of march from this place, and 
contemplate arriving in the vicinity of your town on the 
evening of the 11th, unless such arrangement as to the 
time should be inconvenient for yourselves. 

We are much pleased and gratified by the manner in 
which you have spoken of our attempt to entertain you 
while here, and look forward to our contemplated visit to 
Springfield with confident anticipation of pleasures. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servants, 

J. J. Hardin, 
J. T. Jones, 
M. Eades, 

Cavalry. 
W. W. Happy, 
L. P. Halleck, 
S. S. Brooks, 

Infantry. 
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The military companies of Springfield immediately ap- 
pointed a committee to act in unison with a committee to 
be appointed by the citizens, for which purpose a meeting 
of the citizens was called at the court house, and the joint 
committee immediately went to work upon arrangements 
for the reception and entertainment of the visitors. 

An invitation to attend the military love-feast was ten- 
dered Brig. Gen. W. L. D. Ewing, of the State militia, 
who sent the following regrets : 

"Messrs. Eobert Allan, E. J. Phillips, L. D. Matheny 
and E. H. Merryman : 

Gentlemen : 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
polite note, inviting me and staff, to participate in the 
festivities to be offered to the Jacksonville military on 
the 12th and 13th inst. 

I deem myself highly honored by the invitation and 
had hoped that I should have been able to accept it ; but 
circumstances which have transpired since I left Spring- 
field, will put it entirely out of my power. 

I hope your festival may be a most joyous occasion, 
as all such deserve to be. The interchange of civilities 
incident to such occasions, are productive of the most 
felicitious consequences. They inspire the community 
with a proper respect for the military; they create that 
esprit du corps so essential to the existence of the military 
system; they preserve a chivalric and soldierly bearing 
among the corps, and form a nucleus around which, in the 
event of war, the military force may be speedily and 
promptly reproduced; they tend to harmonize our social 
relations, soften the asperity of political divisions, culti- 
vate honorable and high-toned principles such as ever 
should characterize the citizen-soldier, improve our mili- 
tary intelligence and render us more familiar with the 
deeds which have given immortality to the illustrious in 
arms, of former days. 
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"In a word, such occasions revive in our recollection, 
the ever-enduring and unrequited obligation due to our 
fathers for the many blessings which they poured out 
their blood to achieve for us ; and the incalculable import- 
ance of the glorious institutions which they bequeathed 
to us, to be handed down unimpaired, to generations of 
freemen yet unborn. 

''Praying you accept my most grateful thanks for the 
honor you have been pleased to confer upon me, I offer 
you the following sentiment, as well as the assurance of 
my high consideration and respect : 

i The Jacksonville and Springfield Military Companies ! 
Patriots and gentlemen; as ready to perform all the 
courtesies of social life, as to discharge the more rigid 
duties of the soldier!' 

W. L. D. Ewing." 

In the far-famed "Sangamo Country" there was no 
more beautiful season than October. The fairy fingers 
of the white frost had crisped the dying grass of the 
prairie to a sea of russet brown, arabesqued here and 
there with somber patches where the tongue of a fitful 
prairie fire had licked up the withered vegetation. Myriad 
milk-weed pods were scattering abroad their burdens of 
gossamer silk, and the groves were tricked out in changing 
hues of green and yellow and the whole gamut of browns, 
with here and there a note of vivid red, where a scarlet 
oak flung its banner against the sky, or the deeper tint of 
sumac fringed the roadside. 

The sky was that wonderful blue that broods tenderly 
over the autumn days alone, and the air held that little, 
indescribable tang that may be found in the barrel of 
sweet cider (when the contents "moveth itself aright;") 
and on the well-beaten stage road that led from Jackson- 
ville to Springfield, the hoofs of the cavalry horses beat 
with a cheery ring, and the voices of the "citizen sol- 
diers" echoed clearly over the prairies. 
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Resplendent in their waving plumes and glittering ac- 
coutrements, the military of Sangamon marched out to 
meet and salute the visitors, and conduct them to the 
grove west of town, where they bivouacked. Numbers of 
Jacksonville citizens came over by stage and private car- 
riages, accompanied by their families, to participate in 
the festivities. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, the united military of 
the two counties performed various evolutions and par- 
ticipated in bloodless battles upon the open prairie, to the 
general admiration of the spectators. It was said at the 
time that such a military exhibition had never before been 
witnessed in Illinois. A sumptuous banquet was served 
at the hotel of Captain Eansdell, at which good cheer and 
conviviality reigned supreme. 

On Thursday, the united troops were reviewed by 
Governor Duncan, and afterwards participated in a grand 
barbecue "got up in true Kentucky style," as a local 
paper described it. The festivities closed with a military 
ball at Eansdell 's hotel, at which a brilliant assemblage 
of the citizens and citizenesses of both towns was present. 
The Sangamo Journal in speaking of the entertainment, 
said : 

"The whole affair was conducted with great propriety 
by the marshals and committees appointed for the pur- 
pose, and gave great satisfaction to our own citizens, as 
we hope it did to those citizens of Jacksonville and the 
ladies who accompanied them, who honored us with a 
visit. This event, so well-calculated to keep up the 
friendly feeling between the two sister towns and counties, 
passed off without any other regret on our part than that 
we were no better able to entertain our visitors in the 
manner their worth and their gentlemanly and soldier- 
like deportment so well merited." 

The following morning the visitors made ready to de- 
part, and were escorted for some distance on their home- 
ward march by their hosts, the military, as well as the 
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numbers of private citizens. To a writer signing his com- 
munication "M," in the Sangamo Journal, we are in 
debted for a pen picture of the parting between the guests 
and their hosts : 

" The parting scene of the Jacksonville and Springfield 
ladies on last Friday morning was highly interesting and 
affecting. A numerous escort of citizens of the latter 
place, attended their guests several miles on their road 
homeward. It was one of the loveliest mornings in this 
delightful, though melancholy season of the year— Indian 
summer. Descending from their carriages to take their 
affectionate leave of each other after three days of inter- 
course as though they were all members of the same 
family, they formed a ring, hand in hand, and sang 
several appropriate parting songs. Then the last adieus 
were sighed— or looked— words being unutterable. It 
seemed like rending the bonds which link together in 
sweetest friendship, an affectionate sisterhood." 

" LINES ON THE PARTING OF THE LADIES OF 
JACKSONVILLE AND SPRINGFIELD. 

Maids of Morgan, must we part? 

Ask ye now Affection's hand? 
Oh, why so soon must ye depart 

For your own dear native land? 

Here, amid this russet grove, 
(If indeed, we now must sever!) 

Let us join our hands in love, 
And our hearts unite forever. 

They are now in Friendship bound, 

Sweetly fettered by her chain; 
And those weeping eyes around 

Tell how deep's the parting pain. 
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Golden moments have been ours, 
Maids of many a smiling home ; 

Dreams of joy beguile the hours 
When together we did roam. 

Now, to let our voices swell, 

As we press the parting kiss, 
In the sad tones of farewell 

After days of rarest bliss. 

Oh, how can we sigh adieu ! 

Maids of Morgan, must ye go! 
Linger, linger oft in view 

As ye wind your pathway slow ! 

Long we gaze with lashes wet, 

And our lips in parting prayer 
Murmur names we'll ne'er forget— 

Loved names linked with virtues rare. 

Maidens of earth's fairest mould, 
Where's the tongue can feebly tell 

Half we feel, while now we hold 
Each fair hand to press farewell ! 

Once again, loved ones, adieu! 

Oft we'll think of you at even; 
Oft our hearts will waft for you 

Prayers that you may rest in heaven. ' ' 

When Daniel Webster visited Springfield in June, 1837, 
a detail under command of Captain Merryman, of the 
Artillery, marched out to Berlin, and escorted him to the 
city, reaching it at 11 A. M. 

At the laying of the corner stone of the first State 
House in Springfield (now the Sangamon county court 
house), the military companies had a prominent part. 
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The day set for this ceremony was July 4th, 1837. A 
"feu de joie" was fired at sunrise by the Artillery, and 
later in the morning, after the assembled military had 
performed sundry evolutions, the Artillery, the Sharp- 
shooters and Capt. Neale's newly organized cavalry troop 
under command of Major Baker, were tendered a dinner 
in Mr. Watson's grove. Following this hospitality, they 
conducted the procession from the First Presbyterian 
church to the public square. Capt. Elkin commanded the 
Sharpshooters, with J. S. Roberts and J. N. Francis as 
lieutenants; the Artillery was commanded by Capt. F. S. 
Phillips, with Wm. M. Cowgill and F. C. Thornton, lieu- 
tenants. Major Baker, of the cavalry troop, was the 
orator of the day, and one of his biographers states that 
it was this honor that first brought him into public notice. 
After the ceremony and speech were concluded, the mili- 
tary fired a salute, and the crowd dispersed. 

The citizens of Clear Creek entertained the First 
Springfield Artillery, the First Sangamon Sharpshooters 
and the Wolf Creek Cavalry at a grand barbecue at Me- 
chanicsburg, August 5th, 1837 ,the managers of the affair 
being William Badcliff, G. W. Stockton, John Churchill, 
John Dawson, Samuel Butts, Wm. S. Pickrell, Robert 
Johnson, Thomas Simpson, J. A. Pickrell, David Hall and 
John McDonald. Rarely had such an assemblage been 
seen in that neighborhood as on the Saturday of the 
barbecue. 

Numerous toasts were offered at the banquet— the 
Constitution, George Washington, Lafayette, the Army, 
the Navy, the Press, Jefferson, Madison, and others of 
national interest, and then, coming down to local affairs: 

By J. Dawson: The Artillery, Sharpshooters and 
Horse Companies of 'Old Sangamon!' Their love of dis- 
cipline and their military appearance are well calculated 
to raise the military fame of our county.' ' 
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By Captain Merryman: " The Clear Creekers! Their 
hospitality and good cheer! If we forget them, may 
heaven foriget us !" 

By a lady: "The Wolf Creek Cavalry— alike gallant, 
whether in field or parlor!" 

The Artillery boys drank this toast, but probably with 
mental reservations, for the reason that they were suffer- 
ing in their feelings from an experience with the martial 
gallantry of the Wolf Creek cavalry. It appears that a 
sham battle had been arranged, between the First Spring- 
field Artillery and the horse troop of Wolf Creek, the 
latter being, however, regarded somewhat condescend- 
ingly by their city opponents, on account of being sadly 
deficient in uniforms and military dignity. The Artillery 
advanced in martial array, flags unfurled, accoutrements 
flashing in the sunlight, and red plumes floating— a truly 
inspiring spectacle, in fact, it inspired the valiant Wolf 
Creekers to such purpose that they made an unexpected 
and irrestible charge, with drawn swords, upon their 
astonished opponents, and slashed off their beautiful red 
top-knots! The narrator of this sanguinary encounter 
said: "The Artillery dispersed.' ' Upon inquiry being 
made as to the fate of the red plumes, he replied, "Oh, we 
fastened them on again.' ' It is probable, however, that 
the damages to the company pride was not so easily re- 
paired. 

Early in August of 1837, a notice was issued to both Ar- 
tillery and Sharpshooters to assemble on parade in front 
of the court room at Springfield on August 29th, prepared 
to take up the line of march to Berlin, provided with 18 
rounds of blank cartridges, knapsacks, tents, camp equip- 
age and five days' rations. A sort of postscript to this 
order warned the members that volunteers who did not 
attend drill would not be permitted to accompany the 
expedition. 
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At Berlin they were joined by the Jacksonville com- 
panies, which marched over to join the encampment. 
Proctor Clay, a son of "the silver-tongued orator' ' was 
a member of one of these companies. 

During the three days spent at Berlin, the fun waxed 
fast and furious. Drill and inspection were reduced to 
the rank of secondary importance, and one of the Spring- 
field preachers denounced the expedition in no gentle 
terms, going so far as to express the opinion that the 
volunteers had "marched fifteen miles on the road to 
hell." 

The first night two members of the Springfield Artillery 
cut loose the horses belonging to the Jacksonville cavalry 
and started them on the road homeward, making it neces- 
sary to send a squad in hot pursuit of the fugitives, which 
were captured only after considerable expenditure of 
time and trouble. Flag stealing by one company from 
another, was a favorite diversion. The Jacksonville in- 
fantry had their colors so effectively guarded that it was 
impossible to capture them by a sortie, so subterfuge was 
resorted to, and a member of one of the Springfield com- 
panies was disguised in an old coat and straw hat 
and dispatched to the camp of the enemy to take in the 
sights. Having successfully passed the guards, he 
sauntered about until he reached the captain's marquee, 
before which the flag floated tantalizingly, and having ob- 
tained a favorable position, grasped the standard and 
sprinted for his company quarters, amid a popping of 
small arms and the helter-skelter pursuit of the outraged 
Jacksonvillains. 

The country people in the vicinity of Berlin found 
a ready market for their produce among the m,embers of 
the military companies, and also enjoyed a visit to the 
camp. One man brought in some ducks for sale, and 
while discoursing upon their merits, and trying to strike 
a bargain, the ducks suddenly and mysteriously disap- 
peared. A loud outcry was made by the owner, and to 
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appease his wrath Major E. D. Baker declared that he 
would court-martial any soldier found guilty of stealing 
ducks, or anything else. A prolonged and thorough 
search was instituted, and the missing ducks were finally 
discovered beneath the mattress in Major Baker's mar- 
quee, much to his astonishment and chagrin. 

A court martial was attempted at night, by a detail 
from the Jacksonville companies, but was faced by a 
strong guard with bristling bayonets. While the guard 
was engaged in defending the front of the marquee, some 
of the Morgan county warriors sneaked in from the rear, 
and the artillery guards found themselves suddenly lying 
upon the ground with bumped heads. Rough as the play 
was, the husky youths appear to have found it immensely 
to their liking. 

At a meeting of the officers and non-commissioned 
officers of the Springfield, Jacksonville and Athens inde- 
pendent military companies, held Sept. 14th, 1837, and 
presided over by Captain Happy of Jacksonville, it was 
decided to hold a regimental parade and encampment at 
Jacksonville on the second Tuesday in September, 1838, 
and Captains Hardin, Fife, Phillips, Brown, Elkin and 
Happy were named as committee in charge of arrange- 
ments. In order that this meeting should be undisturbed 
by social amenities, it was resolved that the corps should 
accept of no public dinner, barbecue, party or ball on that 
occasion. 

The first public appearance of the two Springfield com- 
panies in the year of 1838 was made at the funeral services 
of Dr. J. M. Early, which they attended in a body, uni- 
formed, but without arms. Dr. Early had been shot by 
H. B. Truett on account of political differences that had 
arisen between them. At the time of his death, Dr. Early 
was Ensign of the First Springfield Artillery, and a 
meeting of the Company was called on Monday evening, 
March 12th, 1838, at which Captain E. G. Phillips, Lieu- 
tenants P. A. Saunders and E. G. Johns, Sergeant H. J. 
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Armstrong and Privates B. F. Ferguson and B. S. Clem- 
ents were appointed to prepare resolutions of respect 
which were reported to the meeting and unanimously 
adopted. 

One of these resolutions provided for the wearing of a 
crape band on the left arm of members of the company 
for thirty days, as a token of respect for the memory of 
Doctor Early. 

The Sangamo Journal, in commenting upon the ap- 
pearance of the company, said : 

"Although their numbers have been somewhat re- 
duced, yet their appearance was very respectable. From 
the interest manifested by the members and the citizens, 
we think their future prosperity unquestionable. The per- 
formance of the band was highly creditable, and evinced 
a proficiency in music which we seldom witness in the 
western country." 

In May, 1838, Captain E. S. Phillips, who had been con- 
nected with the company since its organization, resigned 
the captaincy of the First Springfield Artillery, on ac- 
count of his removal from Springfield. 

In this year also, the Artillery acquired a "gun-house" 
on the south side of the square in which their cannon and 
arms were stored. 

Independence Day, 1838, was celebrated in the usual 
manner by the two military companies and the Mechanics ' 
Institute, the Athens Marksmen being guests of the 
Springfield troops. A dinner and ball were given at the 
Springfield house. 

The Fourth of July, 1839, was celebrated with more 
than usual enthusiasm, the weather being fine and the 
town well filled with people. A national salute by the 
Artillery ushered in the day. Having received an invita- 
tion from Mr. Bennett to take dinner at the Globe hotel, 
the Artillery, after participating in the usual exercises 
and procession, marched to the Globe, where ample prep- 
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arations for entertaining them had been made. Col. 
Robert Allan preBided, assisted by Mr. S. Francis. 

Among the toasts given on this occasion were the fol- 
lowing : 

By Capt. Merryman: 

"The orator of the day (J. C. Conkling). We have a 
right to consider his effort of this day as an earnest of his 
future greatness ! ' ' 

By Dr. McNeil: 

"The brave and patriotic soldiers of the Springfield 
Artillery— every ready at their country's call to enter the 
battlefield! May they never need the services of their 
surgeon !" 

This was responded to by Capt. E. H. Merryman with : 

' ' Should the Springfield Artillery ever require the ser- 
vices of a surgeon, that duty could not be more ably per- 
formed than by Surgeon McNeil.' ' 

Lieutenant Lavely toasted "Our Hostess— Mrs. Ben- 
nett," and P. A. Saunders offered, "The Host of the 
Globe tavern— ' Old Virginny never tire!' " 

Dr. W. L. Todd proposed "The Springfield Band," 
and B. S. Clement (first mayor of Springfield), "Dr. 
McNeil. Surgeon of the Springfield Artillery! May he 
never be under the necessity of swallowing his own 
pills!" 

By Mr. A. Robinson: "The Springfield Artillery! 
May they never surrender their arms except to the arms 
of the fair sex!" 

By Captain Merryman: "The Fair Sex," which was 
drunk standing. The toasts were interspersed with music 
by the band. 

When Governor Carlin made his official entrance into 
Springfield August 25th, 1839, after the removal of the 
seat of government, he was welcomed with a salute by 
the First Springfield Artillery. This was the beginning 
of the end. The ominous heat lightning of the "log 
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cabin and hard cider" campaign was already playing 
upon the political horizon. As the year 1839 drew to a 
close, the excitement grew apace, and it was almost in- 
evitable that political lines should divide everything 
divisible. The Fourth of July, 1840, was celebrated in 
Springfield only in a religious way; there was no "feu 
de joie" at sunrise, no nodding red plumes, no volleys 
of musketry that rattled the windows on the square. 
Captain Merryman, of the Artillery, was an enthusiastic 
Whig, and prominent in the campaign of that year, which 
may be the reason why the brass six-pounders headed 
the procession at the Whig convention and barbecue held 
at Springfield June 4th, 1840, and with which a salute 
of 26 guns was fired. 

The following year, when the smoke of the great politi- 
cal battle had cleared away and former interests began 
to resume a more normal position in the public mind, the 
Sangamo Journal stated that an attempt was being made 
to re-organize the Independent Military Companies of 
Springfield. There had been for some time considerable 
dissatisfaction with the existing militia laws, and num- 
erous attempts had been made to have them repealed. 
In 1841, 6 ' Col. John Nichols, Commander of the 54th Regi- 
ment of the 1st Brigade, 4th Division of State Militia" in 
a letter written to a military friend in Springfield, de- 
plored the fact that the Springfield Military had become 
disgruntled to such an extent as to be a disgrace to the 
Capital City, and expressed himself as surprised at the 
"impolitic course of some of its younger citizens— young 
men whose standing in society, profession and occupation 
render it necessary that they should, by their usefulness, 
win their way to distinction, instead of siding with those 
who, as they are but transient abiders, may not have the 
good of the city in view." 

But the star of the Springfield Artillery and Sangamon 
Sharpshooters had set amid the storm clouds of 1840. 
No longer the red plumes flaunted themselves in the 
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faces of "the common fellows," who reluctantly 
"trained" in hickory shirts and "janes" trousers, with 
corn-stalk weapons and coon-skin caps. 

Mr. E. E. Thayer, of Springfield, was Secretary of the 
Artillery, and states that he was frequently threatened 
with election to the office of Fourth Corporal, but, having 
charge of the ballot box, he always contrived to avert 
the catastrophe by judiciously "stuffing" it in favor of 
the other fellow. Among many other incidents of his 
military experiences with the Artillery, was one which 
looks more like a joke now than it did some seventy odd 
years ago. The Jefferson Dramatic Company was play- 
ing an engagement in Springfield, and needed a uniform 
in one of their plays. Actors traveled "light" in stage 
coach days, and the elder Jefferson had to resort to "bor- 
rying" to supply the deficiency. Mr. Thayer was the 
proud possessor of a brand new uniform and a fine sword, 
both of which he lent to Mr. Jefferson; and when the 
"Dramatic Company" left town, the said uniform and 
sword had been added to their other "properties" in a 
casual sort of way that left Mr. Thayer shorn of his 
brilliant plumage, for the time being. 

Last summer (1910) when Mr. Thayer's ninety-fifth 
birthday came around, old memories awakened of the 
boys in red and blue, with whom he had so often clinked 
glasses when life was new and the world was all before 
them; and he conceived the idea of holding a little re- 
union of the First Springfield Artillery. Somewhat to 
his surprise, and greatly to his disappointment, he found 
that none were left to celebrate with him, but says he, "I 
just celebrated by myself." 

Having played their little part in the history of the 
"Empire County" of Illinois, they went their many 
ways, meeting, we trust, "at the same little gate, when 
all's done." And as the curtain falls, we carry away with 
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us a mental picture of the aged survivor with his crown 
of silvered hair, drinking a solitary bumper to the mem- 
ory of that troop of jolly warriors who were "so gallant 
in love and so dauntless in war" in the Sangamon 
County of seventy-five years ago. 



